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3 
I—THE U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
THE PARTY PLATFORMS. 


N view of the importance of the Presidential Election due to be 
held in the U.S.A. on November 8th the texts of the Platforms 
of the four political parties are reprinted’ below. The 

forthcoming election is of unusual significance to the rest of the 
world owing to the differences of policy between the Republicans 
and Democrats in respect of the questions of inter-Governmental 
debts and of tariffs. The divergence between the points of view 
of the leaders of the two parties may also be summed up in the words 
used by Mr. Franklin Roosevelt in a speech on October 22nd last, 
when he said: “‘ The question is not whether the situation could be 
worse, but how can it be made better.’’? 

Another important difference between the two principal parties 
concerns the prohibition question, and it is interesting to note that 
Mr. Roosevelt aroused tremendous enthusiasm when he stated 
categorically to a Middle West audience on October 21st that 
he intended to repeal the Eighteenth Amendment. 

Mr. Hoover, on his side, has gone beyond the declarations 
contained in the Republican Platform in respect of another aspect 
of policy, t.e., that concerned with the support of the existing tariffs. 
In a speech in Ohio on October 22nd he stated that he had asked the 
Tariff Commission to open an investigation into the schedule to 
determine whether there was adequate protection “‘ in the face of the 
depreciated foreign currency.” 

In other words, he wishes to make sure that the tariff barriers 
ought not to be raised yet higher than they are at present. 


The Party Platforms are as follows :— 


PLATFORM OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 


We, the representatives of the Republican Party, in convention 
assembled, renew our pledge to the principles and traditions of our 
Party and dedicate it anew to the service of the nation. 

We meet in a period of widespread distress and of an economic 
depression that has swept the world. The emergency is second only 
to that of a great war. The human suffering occasioned may well 
exceed that of a period of actual conflict. 

The supremely important problem that challenges our citizens 
and Governments alike is to break the back of the depression, to 





(1) Passages in the Republican Platform which are of purely internal and 
mainly technical interest have been omitted. 

(2) Mr. Hoover, in his election speeches, has been at pains to account for the 
‘conomic depression and to show how, in view of conditions abroad, it might have 
been even worse but for the measures taken by his Administration. 
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restore the economic life of the nation and to bring encouragement 
and relief to the thousands of American families that are sorely 
afflicted. 

The people themselves, by their own courage, their own patient 
and resolute effort in the readjustments of their own affairs can and 
will work out the cure. It is our task as a party, by leadership and 
a wise determination of policy to assist that recovery. 


To that task we pledge all that our party possesses in capacity, 
leadership, resourcefulness and ability. Republicans collectively 
and individually in nation and State hereby enlist in a war which 
will not end until the promise of American life is once more fulfilled 


For nearly three years the world has endured an economic 
depression of unparalleled extent and severity. The patience and 
courage of our people have been severely tested, but their faith in 
themselves, in their institutions, and in their future remains un- 
shaken. When victory comes, as it will, this generation will hand 
on to the next a great heritage unimpaired. 


This will be due in large measure to the quality of the leadership 
that this country has had during this crisis. We have had in the 
White House a leader—wise, courageous, patient, understanding 
resourceful, ever-present at his post of duty, tireless in his efforts, 
and unswervingly faithful to American principles and ideals. 


At the outset of the depression, when no man could foresee its 
depth and extent, the President succeéded in averting much distress 
by securing agreement between industry and labour to maintain 
wages and by stimulating programs of private and Government 
construction. Throughout the depression unemployment has been 
limited by the systematic use of part-time employment as a sub- 
stitute for the general discharge of employees. Wage scales have not 
been reduced except under compelling necessity. As a result there 
have been fewer strikes and less social disturbance than during 
any similar period of hard times. 


The suffering and want occasioned by the great drought of 
1930 were mitigated by the prompt mobilization of the resources 
of the Red Cross and of the Government. During the trying 
winters of 1930-31 and 1931-32 a nation-wide organization to relieve 
distress was brought into being under the leadership of the President 
By the spring of 1931 the possibility of a business upturn in the 
United States was clearly discernible when, suddenly, a train af 
events was set in motion in Central Europe which moved forward 
with extraordinary rapidity and violence, threatening the credit 
structure of the world, and eventually dealing a serious blow to this 
country. 

The President foresaw the danger. He sought to avert it by 
proposing a suspension of inter-Governmental debt payments fo! 
one year, with the purpose of relieving the pressure at the point 
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greatest intensity. But the credit machinery of the nations of 
Central Europe could not withstand the strain, and the forces of 
disintegration continued to gain momentum until in September 
Great Britain was forced to depart from the gold standard. This 
momentous event, followed by a tremendous raid on the dollar, 
resulted in a series of bank suspensions in this country, and the 
hoarding of currency on a large scale. 

Again the President acted. Under his leadership the National 
Credit Association came into being. It mobilized our banking 
resources, saved scores of banks from failure, helped restore con- 
fidence, and proved of inestimable value in strengthening the credit 
structure. 

By the time the Congress met, the character of our problems was 
clearer than ever. In his message to Congress, the President out- 
lined a constructive and definite program which in the main has 
been carried out ; other portions may yet be carried out. 


The President has recently supplemented his original program. 


| To provide for distress, to stimulate the revival of business and 


employment, and to improve the agricultural situation, he recom- 
mended extending the authority of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation to enable it :— 

(a) To make loans to political subdivisions of public bodies or 
private corporations for the purpose of starting construction of 
income-producing or self-liquidating projects which will at once 
increase employment ; 

(b) To make loans upon security of agricultural commodities 
so as to insure the carrying of normal stocks of those commodities, 
and thus stabilize their loan value and price levels ; 

(c) To make loans to the Federal Farm Board to enable extension 
of loans to farm cooperatives and loans for export of agricultural 
commodities to quarters unable otherwise to purchase them ; 

(d) To loan up to $300,000,000 to such states as are unable to 
meet the calls made on them by their citizens for distress relief. 


The President’s program contemplates an attack on a broad 
front, with far-reaching objectives, but entailing no danger to the 
budget. The Democratic program, on the other hand, contemplates 
a heavy expenditure of public funds, a budget unbalanced on a 
large scale, with a doubtful attainment of at best a strictly limited 
objective. 


We strongly endorse the President’s program. 


True to American traditions and principles of government the 
administration has regarded the relief problem as one of State and 


| local responsibility. The work of local agencies, public and private, 


has been coordinated and enlarged on a nation-wide scale under 
the leadership of the President. Sudden and unforeseen emer- 
gencies such as the drought have been met by the Red Cross and the 
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Government. The United States Public Health Service has been 
of inestimable benefit to stricken areas. 

To provide against the possible failure of local and State agencies, 
the President has urged the Congress to create an emergency relief 
fund to be loaned temporarily to any State on a showing of actual 
need and temporary failure of its financial resources. 

The Republican Party endorses this record and policy and is 
opposed to the Federal Government entering directly into the field 
of private charity and direct relief to the individual. 

We urge prompt and drastic reduction of public expenditure and 
resistance to every appropriation not demonstrably necessary to 
the performance of the essential functions of government, national 
or local. 

The Republican Party established and will continue to uphold 
the gold standard and will oppose any measure which will under- 
mine the Government’s credit or impair the integrity of our national 
currency. Relief by currency inflation is unsound in principle and 
dishonest in results. The dollar is impregnable in the marts of the 
world to-day and must remain so. An ailing body cannot be cured 
by quack remedies. This is no time to experiment upon the body 
politic or financial. 

We favour the participation by the United States in an inter- 
national conference to consider matters relating to monetary 
questions, including the position of silver, exchange problems, and 
commodity prices, and possible cooperative action concerning 
them. 

Farm distress in America has its root in the enormous expansion 
of agricultural production during the war, the deflation of 1919, 
1920, and the dislocation of markets after the war. There 
followed, under Republican administrations, a long record of 
legislation in aid of the cooperative organization of farmers and in 
providing farm credit. The position of agriculture was gradually 
improved. In 1928 the Republican Party pledged further measures 
in aid of agriculture, principally tariff protection for agricultural 
products and the creation of a Federal Farm Board “ clothed with 
the necessary power to promote the establishment of a farm market- 
ing system of farmer-owned and controlled stabilization corpora- 
tions.” 

Almost the first official act of President Hoover was the calling 
of a special session of Congress to redeem these party pledges. 
They have been redeemed. 

The 1930 Tariff Act increased the rates on agricultural products 
by thirty per cent., upon industrial products only twelve per cent. 
That act equalized, so far as legislation can do so, the protection 
afforded the farmer with the protection afforded industry and 
prevented a vast flood of cheap wool, grain, livestock, dairy and 
other products from entering the American market. 
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The Federal Farm Board, created by the Agricultural Marketing 
Act, has been compelled to conduct its operations during a period in 
which all commodity prices, industrial as well as agricultural, have 
fallen to disastrous levels, a period of decreasing demand and of 
national calamities such as drought and flood has intensified the 
problem of agriculture. Nevertheless, after only a little more than 
two years’ efforts the Federal Farm Board has many achievements 
of merit to its credit. It has increased the membership of co- 
operative farm marketing associations to coordinate efforts of the 
local associations. By cooperation with other Federal agencies, 
it has made available to farm marketing associations a large value 
of credit, which, in the emergency, would not have otherwise been 
available. Larger quantities of farm products have been handled 
cooperatively than ever before in the history of the cooperative 
movement. Grain crops have been sold by the farmer through his 
association directly upon the world market. 


Due to the 1930 Tariff Act and the Agricultural Marketing Act, 
it can truthfully be stated that the prices received by the American 
farmer for his wheat, corn, rye, barley, oats, flaxseed, cattle, butter 
and many other products, cruelly low though they are, are higher 
than the prices received by the farmers of any competing nation 
for the same products. 


The Republican Party has also aided the American farmer by 
relief of the sufferers in the drought-stricken areas, through loans 
for rehabilitation and through road building to provide employment, 
by the development of the inland waterway system, by the Perishable 
Products Act, by the strengthening of the extension system, and 
by the appropriation of $125,000,000 to recapitalise the Federal 
Land Banks and enable them to extend time to worthy borrowers. 


The Party pledges itself to make such revision of tariff schedules 
as economic changes require to maintain the parity of protection 
to agriculture with other industry. 

_ The American farmer is entitled not only to tariff schedules on 
his products but to protection from substitutes therefor. 


We will support any plan which will help to balance production 
against demand, and thereby raise agricultural prices, provided it 
is economically sound, and administratively workable without 
burdensome bureaucracy. 

The burden of taxation borne by the owners of farm lands 
constitutes one of the major problems of agriculture. President 
Hoover has aptly and truly said :—‘‘ Taxes upon real property are 
easiest to enforce and are the least flexible of all taxes. The tendency 
under pressure of need is to continue these taxes unchanged in 
umes of depression, despite the decrease in the owner’s income. 
Decreasing price and decreasing income result in an increasing 
burden upon property owners . . . which is now becoming almost 
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unbearable. The tax burden upon real estate is wholly out of 
proportion to that upon other forms of property and income. There 
is no farm relief more needed to-day than tax relief.” 


The time has come for a reconsideration of our tax systems, 
Federal, State and local, with a view to developing a better co. 
ordination, reducing duplication, and relieving unjust burdens, 
The Republican Party pledges itself to this end. 

We favour a national policy of land utilization which looks to 
national needs, such as the Administration has already begun to 
formulate. Such a policy must foster reorganization of taxing units 
in areas beset by tax delinquency, and divert lands that are sub- 
marginal for crop production to other uses. The national welfare 
plainly can be served by the acquisition of submarginal lands for 
watershed protection, grazing, forestry, public parks, and game 
reserves. We favour such acquisitions. 

The Republican Party has always been the staunch supporter 
of the American system of a protective tariff. It believes that the 
home market, built up under that policy, the greatest and richest 
market in the world, belongs first to American agriculture, industry 
and labour. No pretext can justify the surrender of that market to 
such competition as would destroy our farms, mines and factories, 
and lower the standard of living which we have established for 
our workers. 

Because many foreign countries have recently abandoned the 
gold standard, as a result of which the costs of many commodities 
produced in such countries have, at least for the time being, fallen 
materially in terms of American currency, adequate tariff protection 
is to-day particularly essential to the welfare of the American 
people. The Tariff Commission should promptly investigate 
individual commodities so affected by currency depreciation, and 
report to the President any increase in duties found necessary to 
equalize domestic with foreign costs of production. 


To fix the duties on some thousands of commodities, subject 
to highly complex conditions, is necessarily a difficult technical 
task. It is unavoidable that some of the rates established by 
legislation should, even at the time of their enactment, be too low 
or too high. Moreover, a subsequent change in costs or other 
conditions may render obsolete a rate that was before appropriate. 
The Republican Party has, therefore, long supported the policy 
of a flexible tariff, giving power to the President, after investigation 
by an impartial commission and in accordance with prescribed 
principles, to modify the rates named by the Congress. 

We commend the President’s veto of the measure, sponsored 
by Democratic Congressmen, which would have transferred from 
the President to the Congress the authority to put into effect the 
findings of the Tariff Commission. Approval of the measure would 
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have returned tariff making to politics and destroyed the progress 
made during ten years of effort to lift it out of log-rolling methods. 
We pledge the Republican Party to a policy which will retain the 
gains made and enlarge the present scope of greater progress. 


We favour the extension of the general Republican principle of 
tariff protection to our natural resource industries, including the 
products of our farms, forests, mines and oil wells, with compensatory 
duties on the manufactured and refined products thereof. 


Our relations with foreign nations have been carried on by 
President Hoover with consistency and firmness but with mutual 
understanding and peace with all nations. The world has been 
overwhelmed with economic strain which has provoked extreme 
nationalism in every quarter, has overturned many Governments, 
stirred the springs of suspicion and distrust, and tried the spirit of 
international cooperation, but we have held to our own course 
steadily and successfully. The Party will continue to maintain its 
attitude of protecting our national interests and policies wherever 
threatened but at the same time promoting common understanding 
of the varying needs and aspirations of other nations and going 
forward in harmony with other peoples without alliances or foreign 
partnerships. The facilitation of world intercourse, the freeing 
of commerce from unnecessary impediments, the settlement of 
international difficulties by conciliation and the methods of law, 
and the elimination of war as a resort of national policy have been 
and will be our party program. 


We believe in and look forward to the steady enlargement of the 
principles of equality of treatment between nations great and small, 
the concession of sovereignty and self-administration to every nation 
which is capable of carrying on stable government and conducting 
sound and orderly relationships with other peoples, and the cultiva- 
tion of trade and intercourse on the basis of uniformity of opportunity 
of all nations. 


In pursuance of these principles, which have steadily gained 
favour in the world, the Administration has asked no special favours 
in commerce, has protested discriminations whenever they arose, 
and has steadily cemented this procedure by reciprocal treaties 
guaranteeing equality for trade and residence. The _ historic 
American policy known as the ‘“‘ most favoured nation principle ”’ 
has been our guiding program and we believe that policy to be the 
only one consistent with a full development of international trade, 
the only one suitable for a country having as wide and diverse a 
commerce as America and the one most appropriate for us in view 
of the great variety of our industrial, agricultural and mineral 
products and the traditions of our people. Any other plan involves 
bargains and partnerships with foreign nations and as a permanent 
policy is unsuited to America’s position. 
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Events in the Far East, involving the employment of arms on a 
large scale in a controversy between Japan and China, have caused 
world-wide concern in the past year and sorely tried the bulwarks 
erected to insure peace and pacific means for the settlement of 
international disputes. The controversy has not only threatened 
the security of the nations bordering the Pacific, but has challenged 
the maintenance of the policy of the Open Door in China and the 
administrative and political integrity of that people, programs which 
upon American initiation were adopted more than a generation ago 
and secured by international treaty. The President and his 
Secretary of State have maintained throughout the controversy a 
just balance between Japan and China, taking always a firm position 
to avoid entanglement in the dispute but consistently upholding the 
established international policies and the treaty rights and interests 
of the United States, and never condoning developments that 
endangered the obligation of treaties or the peace of the world. 
Throughout the controversy our Government has acted in harmony 
with the Governments represented in the League of Nations, always 
making it clear that American policy would be determined at home 
but always lending a hand in the common interest of peace and 
order. 

In the application of the principles of the Kellogg Pact the 
American Government has taken the lead, following the principle 
that a breach of the Pact or a threat of infringement thereof was a 
matter of international concern wherever and however brought 
about. 

As a further step the Secretary of State, upon the instruction of 
the President, adopted the principle later enlarged upon in his letter 
to the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate 
that this Government would not recognize any situation, treaty or 
agreement brought about between Japan and China by force and in 
defiance of the covenants of the Kellogg Pact. This principle, asso- 
ciated as it is with the name of President Hoover, was later adopted 
by the Assembly of the nations at Geneva as a rule for the conduct 
of all those Governments. The principle remains to-day as a 
important contribution to international law and a significant moral 
and material barrier to prevent a nation obtaining the fruits of 
aggressive warfare. It thus opens a new pathway to peace and 
order. 

We favour enactment by Congress of a measure that will author- 
ize our Government to call or participate in an international con- 
ference in case of any threat of non-fulfillment of Article 2 of the 
Treaty of Paris (Kellogg-Briand Pact). 

The policy of the Administration has proved to our neighbours 
of Latin America that we have no imperialistic ambitions but that 
we wish only to promote the welfare and common interest of the 
independent nations in the Western Hemisphere. We have aided 
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Nicaragua in the solution of its troubles and our marines are remain- 
ing in that country, in greatly reduced numbers at the request of 
the Nicaraguan Government, only to supervise the coming election. 
After that they will all be returned to the United States. In Haiti, 
in accord with the recommendations of the Forbes Commission, 
appointed by the President, the various services of supervision are 
being rapidly withdrawn and only those will be retained which are 
mandatory under the treaties. Throughout Latin America the 
policy of the Government of the United States has been and will, 
under Republican leadership, continue to be one of frank and 
friendly understanding. 


The acceptance by America of membership in the World Court 
has been approved by three successive Republican Presidents and we 
commend this attitude of supporting in this form the settlement of 
international disputes by the rule of law. America should join its 
influence and gain a voice in this institution, which would offer us a 
safer, more judicial and expeditious instrument for the constantly 
recurring questions between us and other nations than is now 
available by arbitration. 

Conscious that the limitation of armament will contribute to 
security against war, and that the financial burdens of military 
preparation have been shamefully increased throughout the world, 
the Administration under President Hoover has made steady efforts 
and marked progress in the direction of proportional reduction of 
arms by agreement with other nations. Upon his initiative a treaty 
between the chief naval Powers at London in 1930, following the 
path marked by the Washington Conference of 1922, established a 
limitation of all types of fighting ships on a proportionate basis as 
between the three great naval Powers. For the first time, a general 
limitation of a most costly branch of armament was successfully 
accomplished. 

In the Geneva disarmament conference now in progress America 
is an active participant, and a representative delegation of our 
citizens is labouring for further progress in a cause to which this 
country has been an earnest contributor. This policy will be 
pursued. 

Meanwhile, maintenance of our Navy on the basis of parity 
with any nation is a fundamental policy to which the Republican 
Party is committed. While in the interest of necessary Government 
retrenchment, humanity and relief of the taxpayer we shall continue 


| to exert our full influence upon the nations of the world in the 


cause of reduction of arms, we do not propose to reduce our navy 
defenses below that of any other nation. 

Armaments are relative and, therefore, flexible and subject to 
change as necessity demands. We believe that in time of war 
every material resource in the nation should bear its proportionate 
share of the burdens occasioned by the public need and that it is a 
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duty of Government to perfect plans in time of peace whereby this 
objective may be attained in war. We support the essential 
principles of the National Defense Act as amended in 1920 and by 
the Air Corps Act of 1926, and believe that the Army of the United 
States has through successive reductions, accomplished in the 
last twelve years, reached the irreducible minimum consistent with 
the self-reliance, self-respect and security of this country. 

We believe in the principle of high wages. 

We favour the principle of the shorter work week and shorter 
work day with its application to Government as well as to private 
employment, as rapidly and as constructively as conditions wil] 
warrant. 

The restriction of immigration is a Republican policy. Our 
Party formulated and enacted into law the quota system which 
for the first time has made possible an adequate control of foreign 
immigration. Rigid examination of applicants in foreign countries 
has prevented the coming of criminals and other undesirable 
classes, while other provisions of the law have enabled the President 
to suspend immigration of foreign wage-earners who otherwise, 
directly or indirectly would have increased unemployment among 
native-born and legally resident foreign-born wage-earners in this 
country. As a result, immigration is now less than at any time 
during the past one hundred years. 

We favour the continuance and strict enforcement of our present 
laws upon this subject. 

The Republican Party has always stood and stands to-day for 
obedience to and enforcement of the law as the very foundation of 
orderly government and civilization. There can be no national 
security otherwise. The duty of the President of the United States 
and of the officers of the law is clear. The law must be enforced as 
they find it enacted by the people. To these courses of action we 
pledge our nominees. 

The Republican Party is and always has been the party of the 
Constitution. Nullification by non-observance by individuals or 
State action threatens the stability of government. 

While the Constitution makers sought a high degree of permanence, 
they foresaw the need of changes and provided for them. Article! 
limits the proposals of amendments to two methods : (1) Two-thirds 
of both Houses of Congress may propose amendments ; or (2) U1 
application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the Svates a national 
convention shall be called by Congress to propose amendments. 
Thereafter ratification must be had in one of two ways: (1) By the 
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States ; or (2) By com 
ventions held in three-fourths of the several States. Congress is 
given power to determine the mode of ratification. 

Referendums without constitutional sanction cannot furnish 4 
decisive answer. Those who propose them innocently are deluded 


262 





this 
ntial 
d by 
lited 
the 
with 


orter 
vate 
will 


Our 
Thich 
reign 
tries 
rable 
dent 
WISE, 
nong 

this 
time 


sent 


y for 
on. of 
ional 
tates 
od as 


n we 


f the 


Is or 


ence, 
cle V 
hirds 
) On 
ional 
ents. 
y the 
con- 


SS IS 


ish 4 
uded 


13 


by false hopes ; those who propose them knowingly are deceiving 
the people. 

A nation-wide controversy over the Eighteenth Amendment now 
distracts attention from the constructive solution of many pressing 
national problems. The principle of national prohibition as em- 
bodied in the Amendment was supported and opposed by members 
of both great political parties. It was submitted to the States by 
members of Congress of different political faith and ratified by State 
legislatures of different political majorities. It was not then and 
is now not a partisan political question. 


Members of the Republican Party hold different opinions with 
respect to it and no public official or member of the Party should be 
pledged or forced to choose between his party affiliations and his 
honest convictions upon this question. 


We do not favour a submission limited to the issue of retention 
or repeal. For the American nation never in its history has gone 
backward and in this case the progress which has been thus far made 
must be preserved, while the evils must be eliminated. 


We, therefore, believe that the people should have an oppor- 
tunity to pass upon a proposed amendment the provision of which, 
while retaining in the Federal Government power to preserve the 
gains already made in dealing with the evils inherent in the liquor 
traffic, shall allow States to deal with the problem as their citizens 
may determine, but subject always to the power of the Federal 
Government to protect those States where prohibition may exist 
and safeguard our citizens everywhere from the return of the saloon 
and attendant abuses. 

Such an amendment should be promptly submitted to the States 
by Congress, to be acted upon by State conventions called for that 
sole purpose in accordance with the provisions of Article V of the 
Constitution, and adequately safeguarded so as to be truly repre- 
sentative. 

The wise use of all natural resources freed from monopolistic 
control is a Republican policy, initiated by Theodore Roosevelt. 
The Roosevelt, Coolidge and Hoover reclamation projects bear 
witness to the continuation of that policy. Forestry and all other 
conservation activities have been supported and enlarged. 


The conservation of oil is a major problem to the industry and 
the nation. The administration has sought to bring co-ordination 
of effort through the States, the producers and the Federal 
Government. Progress has been made and the effort will continue. 


We believe that the existing status of self-government which 
for many years has been enjoyed by the citizens of the Territory of 
Hawaii should be maintained, and that officials appointed to 
administer the government should be bona-fide residents of the 
Territory. 
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Porto Rico being a part of the United States and its inhabitants 
American citizens, we believe that they are entitled to a good faith 
recognition of the spirit and purposes of their Organic Act. We, 
therefore, favour the inclusion of the Island in all legislative and 
administrative measures enacted or adopted by Congress or other- 
wise for the economic benefit of their fellow citizens of the mainland. 


The vagaries of the present Democratic House of Representatives 
offer characteristic and appalling proof of the existing incapacity 
of that Party for leadership in a national crisis. Individualism 
running amuck has displaced party discipline and has trampled 
under-foot party leadership. A bewildered electorate has viewed 
the spectacle with profound dismay and deep misgivings. Goaded 
to desperation by their confessed failure, the party leaders have 
resorted to ‘‘ pork barrel’’ legislation to obtain a unity of action 
which could not otherwise be achieved. A Republican President 
stands resolutely between the helpless citizen and the disasters 
threatened by such measures ; and the people regardless of party, 
will demand his continued service. Many times during his useful 
life has Herbert Hoover responded to such a call, and his response 
has never disappointed. He will not disappoint us now. 


In contrast with the Republican policies and record, we contrast 
those of the Democratic as evidenced by the action of the House of 
Representatives under Democratic leadership and control, which 
includes :— 

1. The issuance of fiat currency ; 

2. Instructions to the Federal Reserve Board and the Secretary 
of the Treasury to attempt to manipulate commodity prices ; 

3. The guarantee of bank deposits ; 

4. The squandering of the public resources and the unbalancing 
of the budget through pork-barrel appropriations which bear little 
relation to distress and would tend through delayed business revival 
to decrease rather than increase employment. 


Generally on economic matters we pledge the Republican Party— 


1. To maintain unimpaired the national credit. 

2. To defend and preserve a sound currency and an honest dollar. 

3. To stand steadfastly by the principle of a balanced budget. 

4. To devote ourselves fearlessly and unremittingly to the task 
of eliminating abuses and extravagance and of drastically cutting 
the cost of Government so as to reduce the heavy burden of taxation. 

5. To use all available means consistent with sound financial 
and economic principles to promote an expansion of credit, t0 
stimulate business and relieve unemployment. 

6. To a thorough study of the conditions which permitted the 
credit and the credit machinery of the country to be made 
available without adequate check for wholesale speculation i 
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securities, resulting in ruinous consequences to millions of our 
citizens and to the national economy, and to correct those conditions 
so that they shall not recur. 


Recognizing that real relief to unemployment must come through 
a revival of industrial activity and agriculture to the promotion of 
which our every effort must be directed, our Party in state and nation 
undertakes to do all in its power that is humanly possible to see 
that distress is fully relieved in accordance with American principles 
and traditions. 

No successful solution of the problems before the country to-day 
can be expected from a Congress and a President separated by 
partisan lines, or opposed in purposes and principles. Responsibility 
cannot be placed unless a clear mandate is given by returning to 
Washington a Congress and a Chief Executive united in principles 
and programme. The return to power of the Republican Party with 
that mandate is the duty of every voter who believes in the doctrines 
of the party and its programme as herein stated. Nothing less, we 
believe, will insure the orderly recovery of the country and that © 
return to prosperous days which every American so ardently desires. 


PLATFORM OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 


In this time of unprecedented economic and social distress the 
Democratic Party declares its conviction that the chief causes of 
this condition were the disastrous policies pursued by our Govern- 
ment since the World War, of economic isolation, fostering the 
merger of competitive business into monopolies and encouraging 
the indefensible expansion and contraction of credit for private 
profit at the expense of the public. 

Those who were responsible for these policies have abandoned 
the ideals on which the war was won and thrown away the fruits of 
victory, thus rejecting the greatest opportunity in history to bring 
peace, prosperity, and happiness to our people and to the world. 


They have ruined our foreign trade; destroyed the values of 
our commodities and products, crippled our banking system, 
robbed millions of our people of their life savings, and thrown 
millions more out of work, produced wide-spread poverty and 
brought the Government to a state of financial] distress unprecedented 
in time of peace. 

The only hope for improving present conditions, restoring 
employment, affording permanent relief to the people, and bringing 
the nation back to the proud position of domestic happiness and 
of financial, industrial, agricultural and commercial leadership in 
the world lies in a drastic change in economic governmental policies. 


We believe that a party platform is a covenant with the people 
to be faithfully kept by the party when entrusted with power, and 
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that the people are entitled to know in plain words the terms of 
the contract to which they are asked to subscribe. We hereby 
declare this to be the platform of the Democratic Party : 


The Democratic Party solemnly promises by appropriate 
action to put into effect the principles, policies and reforms herein 
advocated, and to eradicate the policies, methods, and practices 
herein condemned. We advocate an immediate and drastic 
reduction of governmental expenditures by abolishing useless 
commissions and offices, consolidating departments and bureaus, 
and eliminating extravagance, to accomplish a saving of not less 
than 25 per cent. in the cost of Federal Government, and we call 
upon the Democratic Party in the States to make a zealous effort 
to achieve a proportionate result. 


We favour maintenance of the national credit by a federal 
budget annually balanced on the basis of accurate executive 
estimates within revenues, raised by a system of taxation levied on 
the principle of ability to pay. 

We advocate a sound currency to be preserved at all hazards 
and an international monetary conference called on the invitation 
of our Government to consider the rehabilitation of silver and 
related questions. 

We advocate a competitive tariff for revenue, with a fact-finding 
tariff commission free from executive interference, reciprocal tariff 
agreements with other nations, and an international economic 
conference designed to restore international trade and facilitate 
exchange. 

We advocate the extension of federal credit to the States to 
provide unemployment relief wherever the diminishing resources 
of the States make it impossible for them to provide for the needy ; 
expansion of the federal programme of necessary and useful con- 
struction affected with a public interest, such as adequate flood 
control and waterways. 

We advocate the spread of employment by a substantial reduction 
in the hours of labour, the encouragement of the shorter week by 
applying the principle in Government service. We advocate planning 
of public works. 

We advocate unemployment and old age insurance under State 
laws. 

We favour the restoration of agriculture, the nation’s basic 
industry ; better financing of farm mortgages through recognised 
farm bank agencies at low rates of interest on an amortization plan, 
giving preference to credits for the redemption of farms and homes 
sold under foreclosure. 

Extension and development of Farm Co-operative movement 
and effective control of crop surpluses so that our farmers may 
have the full benefit of the domestic market. 
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The enactment of every constitutional measure that will aid 
the farmers to receive for their basic farm commodities prices in 
excess of cost. 

We advocate a Navy and an Army adequate for national 
defence, based on a survey of all facts affecting the existing establish- 
ments, that the people in time of peace may not be burdened by 
an expenditure fast approaching a billion dollars annually. 

We advocate strengthening and impartial enforcement of the 
anti-trust laws, to prevent monopoly and unfair trade practices, 
and revision thereof for the better protection of labour and the 
small producer and distributor. 

The conservation, development, and use of the nation’s water 
power in the public interest. 

The removal of Government from all fields of private enterprise 
except where necessary to develop public works and natural 
resources in the common interest. 

We advocate protection of the investing public by requiring 
to be filed with the Government and carried in advertisements of 
all offerings of foreign and domestic stocks and bonds true informa- 
tion as to bonuses, commissions, principal invested, and interests 
of the sellers. 

Regulation to the full extent of federal power of 

(a) Holding companies which sell securities in inter-State 
commerce ; 

(5) Rates of utility companies operating across State lines ; 

(c) Exchanges in securities and commodities. 

We advocate quicker methods of realising on assets for the 
relief of depositors of suspended banks, and a more rigid supervision 
of national banks for the protection of depositors and the prevention 
of the use of their moneys in speculation to the detriment of local 
credits. 

The severance of affiliated security companies from, and the 
divorce of the investment banking business from, commercial 
banks, and further restriction of federal reserve banks in permitting 
the use of federal reserve facilities for speculative purposes. 

We advocate the full measure of justice and generosity for all 
war veterans who have suffered disability or disease caused by or 
resulting from actual service in time of war and for their dependents. 


We advocate a firm foreign policy, including peace with all the 
world and the settlement of international dispute by arbitration ; 
no interference in the internal affairs of other nations ; the sanctity 
of treaties and the maintenance of good faith and of good will in 
financial obligations ; adherence to the World Court with appending 
reservations ; the Pact of Paris abolishing war as an instrument 
of national policy to be made effective by provisions for consultation 
and conference in case of threatened violations of treaties. 
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International agreements for reduction of armaments and co- 
operation with nations of the Western Hemisphere to maintain the 
spirit of the Monroe Doctrine. 

We oppose cancellation of the debts owing to the United States 
by foreign nations. 

Independence for the Philippines; ultimate statehood for 
Porto Rico. 

The employment of American citizens in the operation of the 
Panama Canal. 

Simplification of legal procedure and reorganisation of the 
judicial system to make the attainment of justice speedy, certain, 
and at less cost. 

Continuous publicity of political contributions and expenditures; 
strengthening of the Corrupt Practices Act and severe penalties for 
misappropriation of campaign funds. 

We advocate the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment. To 
effect such repeal we demand that the Congress immediately propose 
a Constitutional Amendment to truly representative conventions 
in the States called to act solely on that proposal, we urge the 
enactment of such measures by the several States as will actually 
promote temperance, effectively prevent the return of the saloon 
and bring the liquor traffic into the open under complete supervision 
and control by the States. 

We demand that the Federal Government effectively exercise 
its power to enable the States to protect themselves against im- 
portation of intoxicating liquors in violation of their laws. 

Pending repeal, we favour immediate modification of the 
Volstead Act to legalize the manufacture and sale of beer and other 
beverages of such alcoholic content as is permissible under the 
Constitution and to provide therefrom a proper and needed revenue. 

We advocate continuous responsibility of Government for 
human welfare, especially for the protection of children. 

We condemn the improper and excessive use of money in political 
activities. 

We condemn paid lobbies of special interests to influence 
members of Congress and other public servants by personal contact. 

We condemn action and utterances of high public officials 
designed to influence stock exchange prices. 

We condemn the open and covert resistance of administration 
officials to every effort made by Congressional committees to 
curtail the extravagant expenditures of the Government and to 
revoke improvident subsidies granted to favourite interests. 


We condemn the extravagance of the Farm Board, its disastrous 
action which made the Government a speculator of farm products 
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and the unsound policy of restricting agricultural products to the 
demands of domestic markets. 

We condemn the usurpation of power by the State Department 
in assuming to pass upon foreign securities offered by international 
bankers as a result of which billions of dollars in questionable bonds 
have been sold to the public upon the implied approval of the 
Federal Government. 

We condemn the Hawley-Smoot Tariff Law, the prohibitive 
rates of which have resulted in retaliatory action by more than 
forty countries, created international economic hostilities, destroyed 
international trade, driven our factories into foreign countries, 
robbed the American farmer of his foreign markets, and increased 
the cost of production. 

In conclusion, to accomplish these purposes and to recover 
economic liberty we pledge the nominees of this convention the 
best efforts of a great party whose founder announced the doctrine 
which guides us now in the hour of our country’s need : 


Equal rights to all; special privileges to none. 


THE SOCIALIST PLATFORM. 


(Only those parts of the Platform dealing with Constitutional changes and 


international relations are printed here.} 
The Party proposes the following measures :— 


1. Proportional representation. 

2. Direct election of the President and Vice-President. 

3. The initiative and referendum. 

4. An amendment to the Constitution to make constitutional 
amendments less cumbersome. 

5. Abolition of the power of the Supreme Court to pass upon the 
constitutionality of legislation enacted by Congress. 

6. The passage of the Socialist party’s proposed Workers’ Rights’ 
amendment to the Constitution empowering Congress to establish 
National systems of unemployment, health and accident insurance 
and old age pensions, to abolish child labour, establish and take 
over enterprises in manufacture, commerce, transportation, banking, 
public utilities and other business and industries to be owned and 
operated by the Government, and, generally, for the social and 
economic welfare of the workers of the United States. 

7. Repeal the 18th Amendment and take over the liquor industry 
under Government ownership and control, with the right of local 
option for each state to maintain prohibition within its borders. 

While the Socialist Party is opposed to all war, it believes that 
there can be no permanent peace until Socialism is established 
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internationally. In the meanwhile, we will support all measures 
that promise to promote good will and friendship among the nations 
of the world including :-— 

1. The reduction of armaments, leading to the goal of total 
disarmament by international agreement, if possible, but, if that 
is not possible, by setting an example ourselves. Soldiers, sailors, 
and workers unemployed by reason of disarmament to be absorbed, 
where desired, in a program of public works, to be financed in part 
by the savings due to disarmament. The abolition of conscription, 
of military training camps and the R.O.T.C. 

2. The recognition of the Soviet Union and the encouragement 
of trade and industrial relations with that country. 

3. The cancellation of war debts due from the allied governments 
as part of a program for wiping out war debts and reparations, 
provided that such cancellation does not release money for arma- 
ments, but promotes disarmament. 

4. The entrance of the United States into the World Court. 

5. The entrance of the United States into the League of Nations 
under conditions which will make it an effective instrument for 
world peace and renewed cooperation with the working class parties 
abroad to the end that the League may be transformed from a 
league of imperialist Powers to a democratic assemblage repre- 
sentative of the aspirations of the common people of the world. 

6. The creation of international economic organizations on 
which labour is adequately represented, to deal with problems of 
raw material, investments, money, credit, tariffs and living standards 
from the viewpoint of the welfare of the masses throughout the 
world. 

7. The abandonment of every degree of military intervention 
by the United States in the affairs of other countries. The imme- 
diate withdrawal of military forces from Haiti and Nicaragua. 

8. The withdrawal of United States military and naval forces 
from China and the relinquishment of American extra-territorial 
privileges. 

g. The complete independence of the Philippines and _ the 
negotiation of treaties with other nations safeguarding the sover- 
eignty of these islands. 

10. Prohibition of the sales of munitions to foreign Powers. 


THE COMMUNIST PLATFORM. 


[Space will only permit of the printing of the main heads of this.] 
The Party Platform includes the following immediate 


demands :— 
1. Unemployment and social insurance at the expense of the 


State and employers. 
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2. Against Hoover’s wage-cutting policy. 

3. Emergency relief for the impoverished farmers without 
restrictions by the Government and banks; exemption of im- 
poverished farmers from taxes, and no forced collection of rents 
or debts. 

4. Equal rights for the Negroes and self-determination for the 
Black Belt. 

5. Against capitalist terror; against all forms of suppression 
of the political rights of the workers. 

6. Against imperialist war; for the defense of the Chinese 


people and of the Soviet Union. 


THE CANDIDATES. 


Republican. 
President ie vo .... Herbert Hoover. 


Vice-President rN a ... Charles Curtis. 


Democratic. 
President aoe ode ... Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Vice-President... ed ... John N. Garner. 
Socialist. 
President sie a. ... Norman Thomas. 


eee 


Vice-President... had ... James H. Maurer. 


Communist. 
President ih tn ... William Z. Foster. 


Vice-President... ede ... James W. Ford 
(first coloured candidate). 


II.—DOCUMENTS IN PERIODICALS. 


L'Europe Nouvelle, dated October 15th, 1932. 

Conclusions and Recommendations of the Report of the Warsaw Conference, 
August 27th, 1932. 

Speech of the President at the opening session of the Stresa Conference, 
September 5th, 1932. 

Recommendations of the Financial Committee at Stresa. 

Recommendations of the Economic Committee at Stresa. 

Text of Draft Convention for the Revalorisation of Cereals in Central and 
Eastern Europe adopted at Stresa. 

Speech of the President at the final session of the Stresa Conference, 
September 20th, 1932. 

Resolution adopted by the Commission of Enquiry for European Union, 
October Ist, 1932. 
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III.—CHRONOLOGY. 


Argentina. 

October 13th.—The committee of the Argentine Rural Society and a 
delegation from the chief land and cattle interests presented notes to the 
President of the Republic urging ‘‘ immediate and resolute ”’ action for 
the conclusion of a trading agreement with Great Britain establishing 
that British imports should be treated with the same liberality with 
which Great Britain treated their imports. (It was pointed out that 
Britain bought 84 per cent. of the country’s cattle and sheep products) 


Australia. 

October 13th.—Mr. Lyons reconstructed his Cabinet, so that it was 
composed wholly of his followers. This followed on the failure to agree 
on a basis of co-operation between the United Australia and Country 
parties. Mr. Lyons was Treasurer as well as Premier; Mr. Bruce, 
Minister without Portfolio; Mr. Latham, Attorney-General ; Sir George 
Pearce, Minister of Defence; Mr. Perkins, Minister of the Interior and 
Mr. Stewart, Minister of Commerce. 


Austria. 

October 17th.—Serious fighting with loss of life took place during the 
week-end between Nazis and Socialist Republicans in Vienna and other 
centres. Jewish students were also injured at Vienna University, which 
was accordingly closed. 


Belgium. 

October 18th.—The Cabinet resigned, following on failure of the 
Liberal and Catholic Ministers to reach agreement as to the timelines 
of a dissolution and consultation of the country. (The coalition of 
Liberals and Catholics split on the question of the reconstruction scheme 
put forward by the Government—under pressure from the farmers and 
certain industrialists—which included quotas and increases of taxation. 
The Catholic Ministers objected to increasing taxation before the General 
Election—due in May—and the Liberals considered the whole scheme 
too vague and pressed for a dissolution.) 

October 22nd.—Count de Broqueville (Catholic Conservative) presented 
the names of a proposed Cabinet to the King. These included M. Hymans, 
Foreign Minister ; M. Theunis, National Defence; M. Jaspar, | inance 
and M. Poullet, the Interior. The Premier himself took the Portfolio 0! 


Agriculture. 


Bolivia. 

October 13th.—The Government approved and Parliament passe, é 
Bill providing for a one year’s moratorium being declared on all banking 
and private debts. 

October 23rd.—Loss of important fort in the Gran Chaco. 
Paraguay.) 

October 25th.—The new Cabinet was sworn in, with Don Frat! 
Tamayo as Foreign Minister; Don Rafael de Ugarte, Finance at 
Commerce; Don Demetrio Canelas, Interior and Justice; and Do 
Joaquin Espada, Minister of War and Colonisation. 
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Brazil. 
October 16th.—The President issued a decree imposing a general 
moratorium throughout the country for 60 days. 


Chile. 

October 21st.—It was announced that the Government had been 
recognised by Germany, Great Britain and the U.S.A. 

October 24th.—The Government was formally recognised by the 
French Government. 


China. 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

October 12th——News reached Shanghai that the Communists had 
captured Tsangtzefow, only 27 miles north-west of Hankow. 

October 15th.—General Han Fu-chu occupied Chefoo without fighting. 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


October 12th.—Mrs. Woodruff, an English resident of Harbin, was shot 
dead by bandits who attempted to kidnap her children. 

The South-west Political Council at Canton issued a statement entirely 
condemning the Lytton Report. 

October 14th.—The steamer Helikon, flying the British flag and owned 
by Chinese of Hong-Kong was seized and looted by pirates near Bias Bay. 

October 17th.—Bandits looted a train full of Russian refugees on the 
C.E.R. near Harbin and killed several passengers. They also killed an 
American missionary at Mulantien, east of Harbin. 

The Japanese military headquarters were reported to have sent an 
ultimatum to Su Ping-wen. 

October 20th.—Following the intervention of the Japanese military 
authorities in collaboration with British and Manchukuo officials, Mrs. 
Pawley and Mr. Corkran were released, in exchange for £13,000 paid to 
the bandits. 

October 23rd.—Further fighting was reported from places west of 
Tsitsihar. 

October 24th.—It was reported in Mukden that through the good 
offices of the Soviet Government, Su Ping-wen had agreed to release 
the Japanese subjects captured near Manchuli and allow them to take 
refuge in Soviet territory. 

Manchukuo Foreign Minister’s speech in Tokyo. (See Japan.) 


Czechoslovakia. 

October 18th.—M. Udrzal, the Prime Minister, resigned, on grounds 
of health. 

October 24th.—The President accepted the resignation of the Cabinet 
and charged M. Malypetr, Speaker of the Chamber, with the formation 
of a new Government. 


France. 

October 12th.—M. Herriot in London. (See Great Britain.) 

October 14th—The Quai d’Orsay issued a statement identical with 
that issued in London ve the conversations between M. Herriot and the 
British Ministers. 

M. Herriot arrived back in Paris. 
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October 16th.—The elections were held to one third of the seats in the 
Senate, resulting in a net gain of 9 to the Democratic-Radical and Radical- 
Socialist Groups. The Centre and the Right lost 7 seats, and the 
Socialists 1. 

October 18th.—In a speech at a press dinner, M. Herriot, referring to 
the German equality claim, said that on certain sides France was 
directly attacked and elsewhere she was misunderstood, so that her most 
generous gestures were not comprehended, and he described the German 
claim as ‘‘ gravely menacing.” ‘‘ We hope,” he said, ‘‘ that Germany will 
explain exactly what she means by ‘ equality of rights,’ and also what is 
the purpose of certain groups organised on military lines outside the 
Treaty stipulations.” 

October 19th.—In a statement before the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the Chamber, M. Herriot reported on his visit to London. He also 
traced the history of the German claim for equality and said he was 
working out plans whereby France would show her determination to go 
as far in the path of disarmament as the security promised to all nations 
by Article 8 of the Covenant permitted. The main idea of the Goverm- 
ment had been and would always be the defence of the policy of the 
League. 

October 20th.—M. Herriot was understood to have informed the 
Foreign Affairs Committee that the commercial debt to the U.S.A. 
(due on December 15th), would be paid when due, but that as to the 
political debt, ‘‘ we will, regardless of the result of the Presidential 
election, continue to negotiate in the hope of obtaining more favourable 
treatment. If these debts can be annulled so much the better, but that 


does not depend on me, and I can make no promises in this matter.” 


Germany. 

October 12th.—In a speech at Munich the Chancellor said that the 
foremost task of the Government was to bring the sovereignty of the 
Reich back to its place of respect in the world. Germany demanded 
equal security with other nations, and he asked how her foreign trade 
could flourish if the State did not enjoy the same respect abroad as every 
other State ; who would invest capital in a country which lay helpless 
against aggression by its neighbours ? and he recalled the catastrophic 
fall of the mark which followed the invasion of the Ruhr. What they 
wanted was not an armaments race, not a warlike adventure, but a 
peaceful Europe, governed by the eternal laws of justice and self- 
determination. 

Herr von Papen claimed that the economic programme had made a 
hopeful beginning and again declared that the Government was opposed 
to ‘‘ autarchy ” as a principle. But this did not preclude the taking oi 
emergency measures to protect agriculture, the burdens on which had 
become intolerable. An essential condition of economic recovery was 4 
re-adjustment of the Constitution. The period of legislation by decree 
could only be brought to an end by a new constitutional structure deter- 
mining afresh the relationship between the States and the nation and 
between the authority of the Reich and the States. They wanted to 
create a solid executive State power, standing above the parties, not 
driven hither and thither as the sport of political and social forces. The 
forms of political life must be adjusted to the national needs, and tlie 
Government made more independent of the parties. Germany needed 
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a special Upper Chamber, with limited rights, but sufficient legislative 
power to counter-balance one-sided Reichstag decisions dictated by 
party interests. It was the Government's intention to carry out the 
constitutional reforms in close collaboration with the Federal States. 
The main task was to abolish the Reich-Prussian dualism, but there was 
no idea of doing it in such a way as to destroy Prussia. It was quite 
possible in the process of amalgamating the principal organs of the 
Reich and Prussia to grant to the other States the constitutional autonomy 
which Bavaria sought. The regional autonomy abolished by Article 18 
of the Constitution could be restored to vigorous and economically sound 
States, which could have a free hand in the determination of their local 
government electoral systems. 

October 14th.—An officially inspired statement, in reply to M. Massigli’s 
charges at Geneva in the Committee on Effectives, pointed out that of 
the police force of 140,000 men about 35,000 were members of local 
police forces, and that of the remainder one-third were employed in 
office work. There were no official or co-operative relations between the 
police and the army, and the transformation of the former into an army 
would be technically impossible. 

A public meeting was held in the Reichstag to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the foundation of the Colonial Society. Dr. Schnee 
maintained that the ‘‘ robbery ”’ of the colonies was illegal, and against 
the fifth of President Wilson’s 14 Points. 

French Premier’s conversations in London and issue of official state- 
ment; also German Government’s reply to British invitation. (See 
Great Britain.) 

Charges against Germany in Geneva Committee on Effectives. (See 
League of Nations, Disarmament Conference.) 

October 16th.—In a speech at Padeborn the Chancellor, referring to 
foreign indebtedness, said 5 milliards of marks had been repaid in a 
short time, but a further withdrawal of foreign money was not possible 
at present. It must therefore be expected that foreign countries would 
allow the money lent by them to Germany to be consolidated over and 
above the limits of the standstill agreement. At the World Economic 
Conference they would seek to bring creditor countries to the realisation 
that the debtor could only pay by selling goods. 

October 17th.—It was stated officially that the British Chargé d’ Affaires 
had visited the Foreign Minister and again asked that the Government 
should agree to Geneva as the scene of the proposed four-Power Confer- 
ence, and that Baron von Neurath had repeated that Geneva was not 
acceptable and explained the reasons in detail. 

Herr Hitler was reported to have sent to the Chancellor a lengthy 
letter explaining the Nazi programme and demanding that the Govern- 
ment should respect the authority of the Reichstag. 

; Announcement ve conclusion of trade agreement with Italy. (See 
taly.) 

October 20th.—In an open letter to the Chancellor published in the 
Volkische Beobachter Herr Hitler advocated a new foreign policy based 
on the closest co-operation between Germany, Britain and Italy, and 
condemned the attempts to bring about a reconciliation with France. 
The Government’s disarmament policy he described as clumsy and 
undiplomatic. Instead of fulfilling its promises to disarm Germany 
should insist on having the fact internationally established that the 
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responsibility lay with France and France alone. “ As if it were not 
enough to raise just at this moment,” he wrote, ‘‘ a completely hopeless 
demand for an army of 300,000, the quite incomprehensible claim to 
build capital ships is also put forward.” 

October 21st.—The Reich Government issued a statement refuting 
the main statements in Hitler’s open letter. ‘‘ Germany,” it read, 
‘“has never raised other demands than those contained in the Memor- 
andum published on August 29th. It demands, now as then, that other 
States disarm to a level which, having regard for the special conditions 
of each country, shall correspond to that imposed on Germany by the 
Versailles Treaty. If the Disarmament Conference does not take account 
of this fundamental claim, then we must demand that a differential law 
should no longer hold good for us, but that the disarmament convention 
to be concluded should also apply to Germany. Germany does not 
demand rearmament even in this case.” 

October 24th.—In a speech in Berlin the Chancellor replied to state- 
ments made in the press, both in Germany and abroad, referring to an 
impending restoration of the Monarchy. He said they conceded no one 
abroad the right to judge what form of State was the most suitable for 
Germany, but they had so many problems to solve “ that we are glad not 
to have to deal with the question of the form of State. This question is 
not under discussion.” 

October 25th—The Supreme Court delivered its judgment in the 
constitutional dispute between the Reich and Prussia arising out of the 
appointment of a Reich Commissioner and the removal of the acting 
Prussian Ministers on July 2oth. It ruled that the Presidential Decree 
of July 2oth “ for the restoration of public security and order in Prussia ” 
was compatible with the Constitution in so far as it appointed the 
Chancellor to be Reich Commissioner for Prussia and empowered him 
provisionally to relieve Prussian Ministers of their duties and either to 
assume these himself or delegate them to others as Commissioners of the 
Reich. But this authorisation should not extend so far as to deprive 
the Prussian State Ministry and its members of the representation of the 
State of Prussia in the Reichstag, in the Reichsrat, or otherwise in 
relation to the Reich, the Prussian Diet, the Prussian State Council, 
or other Federal States. 

The Court found the prerequisites for intervention by the President 
under Article 48 of the Constitution to have been present beyond doubt. 
But the constitutional Government of a Federal State must remain the 
organ of the State itself and retain in its hands the State’s constitutional 
rights and duties in relation to the other supreme State organs, to the 
Reich, the Reichsrat and the Reichstag. The decree of July 2oth was 
admissible only in so far as it merely transferred temporarily to a Reich 
authority competence over the ordinary business of the State Govern- 


ment. 


Great Britain. 

October 12th.—The details were published of the ‘‘ secret schedules ” 
to the Ottawa Agreements. These showed that, in the case of Canada, 
imports from the U.K. were to benefit by the lowering of duty on 53 
items, an increased margin of preference against goods from foreign 
countries on 83 items, and the abolition of duties in the case of 79 items. 
On the basis of the trade of 1931 over 40 per cent. of the imports from 
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the U.K. would have the advantage of lower duties. The reductions in 
the case of Lancashire and Yorkshire goods were small, but those on 
iron and steel were more important. 

In the case of Australia the agreement provided that U.K. goods 
should enjoy certain minimum preferences graded according to the 
duties chargeable on them. For example where the duty was anything 
up to 1g per cent. ad valorem the minimum margin of preference would 
be 15 per cent. No specific provision was made for reductions in any 
duties, but certain reductions had already been put into force, e.g., on 
woollen goods, iron and steel plates, etc. Australia also undertook to 
abolish the existing prohibitions on the importation of certain goods 
from the U.K. 

New Zealand undertook that all duties on U.K. goods would be reduced 
immediately, the surtax representing an average duty of 5 per cent. 
being abolished. Also to modify the basic import duties in regard to 
certain manufactured articles such as clothes and silk piece goods. 

South Africa gave new or increased margins of preference on certain 
classes of goods, and reductions in duties on tinned fish and meat, 
machinery, etc. 

India gave preferences amounting to 10 per cent. on many articles. 
In return Great Britain undertook to introduce legislation to secure 
certain preferences to India, including one on rice. 

M. Herriot arrived in London. 

October 13th.—M. Herriot was received by Mr. MacDonald and 
conversations took place in which Sir John Simon and the French 
Ambassador also joined. 

October 14th.—An official statement was issued regarding the con- 
versations held with a view to overcoming the difficulty which had 
arisen at Geneva in which it was stated that the French and British 
Ministers had ‘‘ agreed in considering that the meeting should consist 
of the four Powers named, and that the best place for such a meeting 
would be Geneva. His Majesty’s Government have sought the con- 
currence of the other two Governments concerned in this proposal. 
This meeting would have an unofficial and preliminary character. Its 
object would be to seek and to propose means by which the common 
work of the Disarmament Conference within the League of Nations 
might be effectively resumed.” 

In a statement made prior to leaving London, M. Herriot said they 
had accepted Mr. MacDonald’s proposal for a conference between the 
four Powers, and the English had agreed that the best place for this 
was Geneva, ‘‘ within the framework of the League of Nations.” ‘‘ Italy 
accepts,” he continued, ‘‘ Germany refuses, but I should add that Germany 
seems to refuse, for at the moment the telegram received from Berlin 
has not been entirely decoded. I think it is clear, however, that Germany 
refuses on a question of form.” 

It was understood that a message of acceptance had been received 
from Rome in reply to an enquiry by the Government asking whether 
Italy would be willing to take part in the conference if it were held at 
Geneva. Also that a reply from the German Government had been 
received indicating that at present it was unwilling to agree to Geneva. 

Negotiations regarding the Irish land annuities were opened in 
London between Mr. Thomas, Mr. Chamberlain, Lord Hailsham and 
Mr. de Valera and two of his Ministers. 
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October 15th.—The negotiations on the question of the Irish land 
annuities broke down and Mr. de Valera left for Dublin. An official 
communiqué stated only that ‘‘ it was unfortunately found impossible to 
reach an agreement.” 

The Free State delegation was understood to have made three main 
points ; (1) That the ultimate financial settlement contemplated under 
the Treaty was never arrived at since the White Paper of 1926, giving 
the heads of the financial settlement between the two Governments, was 
a “‘ secret ’’ document and was never ratified by the Dail ; (2) That under 
the Government of Ireland Act of 1920 Great Britian was not entitled 
to claim payment of the land annuities; and (3) That even if those 
payments should be found to be due the counterclaims on behalf of the 
Free State more than offset the sums due. Mr. de Valera was also 
stated to have put forward claims, based on pleas of over-taxation and 
extortionate payments in the past, amounting to about £400 millions. 

October 17th.—In a luncheon speech to the National Labour Committee, 
Mr. MacDonald reviewed the Government’s work of the past year and 
said a national effort was still as necessary as it had been 12 months 
previously. They had had two simple and fundamental problems to 
face—to balance the Budget and to keep the country from becoming 
bankrupt and to lighten the weight of the debt burden. They had 
produced that balance and they had kept the economic foundations of 
the country intact and sound. 

‘We want,” he continued, ‘‘ the Disarmament Conference to deliver 
something that is well and truly laid, and which will not become something 
belonging merely to the formal moral coinage of the world.”” He was 
not sure that they had not perhaps played the part of the peacemaker a 
little too long. The keynote of their policy was disarmament—that 
was the problem they had to face, and were facing. 

Referring to the German claim he said that Germany knew perfectly 
well that Great Britain did not oppose her claim to be regarded as an 
equal at the Disarmament Conference. She also knew that they were 
very anxious to make use of this opportunity to bring Germany and her 
neighbours into relations of greater confidence. ‘‘ Everything points,” 
he continued, ‘‘ to the necessity for securing a general agreement on the 
German case, not only on one point, and therefore we must know the 
whole of the German case. In the preparation and making of that agree- 
ment Germany ought to see that she has to be present and exchange 
views with us all,’”’ and he hoped sincerely, therefore, that her latest 
word about not coming to Geneva was not her last. ; 

Agreement reached re exchange restrictions affecting British trade in 
Uruguay. (See Uruguay.) 

October 18th.—Parliament re-assembled and the debate on the Ottawa 
Agreements was opened. Previously, Mr. Thomas announced that 4 
Note had been sent to the Soviet Government the day before giving ° 
months’ notice of the termination of the Trade Agreement of April 16th, 
1930. This was necessary in order to give the Government freedom to 
fulfil the obligation undertaken at Ottawa that Imperial preferences should 
not be rendered ineffective. No action would be taken against Russiat 
goods without previous investigation, and the Note, he said, added an 
invitation to discuss new arrangements for the continuance of Anglo 
Russian trade. 

Mr. Thomas also promised early publication of the documents 
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exchanged with Mr. de Valera, who, he said, had claimed compensation 
for the alleged over-taxation of Ireland since the Act of Union and for 
the British departure from the gold standard. Mr. de Valera had also 
insisted on the repudiation of the agreements of 1923 and 1926. 

The Prime Minister announced that a committee of experts preparatory 
to the World Economic Conference would meet on October 31st. 

Mr. Chamberlain opened the debate on the Ottawa Conference which 
had ‘‘ ended with a better mutual understanding and a determination 
to pursue the new co-operation now begun. Instancing particular 
features of the agreements, he said India had accepted Imperial preference 
for the first time ; Canada and Australia had agreed—for the first time— 
to admit British goods on a competitive basis, to be settled by local non- 
political tariff boards; all parties had guaranteed the reality of the 
preferences by promising to free themselves from contradictory com- 
mercial treaties ; the Colonies had been brought into the orbit of Empire 
economics ; and a committee had been set up to study further -develop- 
ment of the agreements. The final result was the lowering of inter- 
Imperial tariffs. The effect would be more rapid in the Dominions, but 
it would be at once material and finally substantial in the U.K. 

Sir Herbert Samuel attacked the agreements and requested that 
they should be terminable at so many months’ notice. The agreement 
on India contained such a clause, and because the others did not, they 
offended constitutional practice. His chief complaint was that they 
made impossible the valuable tradition of continuity in foreign policy. 
Also they threatened to bully the Colonies into being preserves for 
British manufacturers, which would make foreign Powers jealous and 
resentful ; they had already aroused opposition in the Dominions them- 
selves ; they involved a definite increase of British tariffs, and did not 
even mean Empire free trade ; and they imposed duties on many raw 
materials which England’s competitors allowed into their countries free. 
In short, they constituted ‘‘ the maddest tariff ever thrown together.” 

The Prime Minister maintained that the agreements were at least 

in full accord with the Government’s election pledges. He himself had 
claimed and forecast full liberty to use tariffs usefully, and the question 
of tariffs had been carefully studied. The delegation to Ottawa had 
been composed of all parties, and everyone knew what the requests of 
the Dominions would be. Mr. MacDonald also denied that the agreements 
were unconstitutional ; the German Commercial Treaty provided that 
it should last for 5 years and that no duties should be imposed on German 
goods except under certain conditions. Much more was it necessary to 
give long duration to agreements embodying policy, as otherwise the 
policy would fail. 
_ In reply to a question as to League loans, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer said the total nominal amount of these was {79 millions, and 
partial or total default had occurred in respect of loans totalling £38 
millions. The nominal amount issued in London was {22 millions. 

It was announced that the Government had invited the Governments 
of Sweden, Norway and Denmark to open conversations in London on 
tarifi matters, and that conversations on these matters were already 
proceeding with the Argentine Government. 

October 19th.—It was learnt that the Government had received 
proposals for tariff arrangements from the Uruguayan Government, which 
were receiving consideration. 
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Mr. de Valera’s statement in the Dail. (See Irish Free State.) 

October 20th.—The House of Commons passed the Committee stage 
of the financial resolution dealing with the Ottawa Agreements by 
451 votes to 84. : 

The Prime Minister and Sir John Simon received a deputation of the 
Churches, headed by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, which 
waited upon them to urge the importance of a declaration by the 
Government of a definite policy of disarmament. 

Mr. MacDonald stated that the Government ‘‘ would like to do the 
big thing ” and since February had hung on tenaciously to their desire “‘ to 
create not merely some state of disarmament, but a more difficult thing, 
a state of the will to peace.” He did not wish to be the head of a 
Government which merely signed documents about the reduction of 
armaments, but of one which left peace in Europe and in the world. 
They had done a great work with America and were trying to do the same 
kind of thing with Europe. 

October 21st.—In the Commons, an amendment to the Ottawa 
resolutions, proposing to insert the words ‘‘ subject to the right of 
termination after 6 months’ notice,” was defeated by 226 votes to 58. 

In a speech to his constituents at Cleckheaton, Sir John Simon claimed 
that the Government was neither fainthearted nor holding-back in its 
policy at Geneva. The British representative there was the first to 
welcome Mr. Hoover’s proposals ‘‘ in terms which, I know, gave great 
satisfaction to the United States, and it was very largely British initiative 
which secured the adoption of the resolution which pledged the Conference 
to be guided by the general principles underlying President Hoover's 
declaration that a substantial reduction in world armaments shall be 
effected and applied by general convention alike to land, naval and air 
armaments, and that a primary objective shall be to reduce the means of 
attack.” 

It had been stated that the British Note was a sort of legal exercise 
“which never attempted to deal with the heart of Germany’s claim. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. That Note set aside legal 
propositions as not going to the root of the matter. It insisted that the 
strength of Germany’s claim lay in the fact that the limitation of Ger- 
many’s armaments contained in the Treaty of Versailles was intended 
to be, and announced to be, the precursor of general limitation by others 

“Notwithstanding the great reductions we have already made, it 
pledged our Government to collaborate at Geneva in promoting to the 
utmost of their power measures of further disarmament both in a qua!l- 
tative and a quantitative sense, which would all tend in the direction 
of greater equalization. 

“It proposed as a substitute for the disarmament articles of the 
Treaty of Versailles a disarmament convention in which Germany, !! 
agreement with the others, would adopt a limitation which is self-imposed 
and freely entered into just as the limitation on the armaments of other 
Powers will be negotiated and agreed. And it urged that the only way 
to settle in a practical fashion this question of status which so deeply 
touches the heart and dignity of Germany is by patient discussion throug! 
the medium of conferences between the States concerned.” 

October 22nd.—The Foreign Office announced that a Note had been 
addressed to the Soviet Chargé d’Affaires on October 17th, informing him 
of the decision to terminate the commercial agreement of April, 1930 
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on April 17th, 1933, and adding that the Government “ remain anxious 
for the furtherance of trade between the two countries, and are prepared 
with this object to enter into discussions upon the situation created by 
the denunciation of the temporary commercial agreement at the earliest 
moment convenient to the Government of the Soviet Union.”’ 

October 25th.—A Labour Party vote of censure on the Government 
in the House of Commons was defeated by 462 votes to 55. 


Hungary. 

October 20th—The Permanent Bureau for the study of Danubian 
Problems met in Buda-Pest to examine the possibility of abandoning the 
control over foreign exchange in the Danubian countries. 


India. 

October 16th.—An all-parties Moslem Congress was held at Lucknow 
with a view to closing the Moslem ranks preparatory to reaching Hindu- 
Moslem solidarity, and a committee was appointed to negotiate with 
the Hindus and others. 


Irish Free State. 

October 14th—Negotiations opened in London. (See Great Britain.) 

October 15th.—Breakdown of negotiations. (See Great Britain.) 

October 19th.—Speaking in the Dail, Mr. de Valera, referring to the 
question of the land annuities, said two possible methods of approach 
to a settlement had existed. One was arbitration, which was ruled out 
as a result of Britain’s insistence on an Imperial tribunal, and the other 
was negotiation. He then gave an outline of the conversations and 
correspondence he had had with Mr. MacDonald and Mr. Thomas, and 
which led up to the conference of October 14th. On that occasion two 
memoranda were handed to the British Ministers; the Free State 
Government put forward a claim such as should be put forward whenever 
there was a question of a final financial settlement between Britain and 
Ireland. Both memoranda were discussed and it was admitted that 
there was no possibility of agreement, and it was arranged that their 
texts and the British Government’s reply should be laid before both 
Parliaments in the form of a White Paper. 

The negotiations confirmed the Free State representatives in their 
belief that the British were not prepared to admit a matter of simple 
justice. Mr. Thomas’ speech in the Commons regarding political claims 
Was incorrect—the Free State’s case was confined to purely financial 
matters. Mr. de Valera then accused Britain of playing the part of 
Shylock as regards Ireland, while going as petitioners to the U.S.A. and 
playing the réle of Lady Bountiful on the Continent. They were not 
prepared to pledge the Irish people to the continued payment of huge 
sums, and were not prepared to put the country’s future in pawn. ‘‘ The 
payments in dispute are neither morally nor legally due to Britain, and 
We propose to stand up for our rights.”” The tariffs would cause suffering, 
but he believed that as a result of the re-organisation of the country’s 
ec : mic life the Free State would be relieved of its dangerous dependence 
on Britain. 


Italy. 
_ October 17th.—It was announced that an agreement had been reached 
with Germany regarding commercial exchanges and the payment of 
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commercial debts. Payment for imported goods would be made through 
the ordinary channels without the use of the system of ‘‘ blocked” 
accounts. 

October 22nd.—A commercial agreement with Yugo-Slavia was signed in 
Rome, for the regulation of payments relating to commercial exchanges, 
It was based on a clearing-house arrangement. 

October 23rd.—In a speech to 150,000 Fascists at Turin, Signor 
Mussolini defined the policy of the Government, both at home and 
abroad. The following were the main points in the speech. As to the 
League of Nations, he said: ‘‘ I must declare that we shall remain with 
the League, especially as to-day it is very sick, and we must not abandon 
it. The League being too universal in character, it comes about that 
its orders and instructions lose her efficacy in proportion to the distance 
they havetotravel. If they have some effect in Europe, when it comes to 
the Far East or South America the League’s word remains without effect.” 

He referred to the German claim to equality of status in armaments, 
and said: ‘‘ The policy of the German demand is fully justified, and we 
must recognise this, and the sooner we do so the better. ‘“ At the same 
time, however, while the Disarmament Conference is in being, the Germans 
must not ask to be allowed to re-arm. But when the Conference ends, 
and if its results are negative, then Germany cannot remain in the League 
if this mortification for her is not removed.” 

‘We shall be against any hegemony in Europe. We are against 
any such predomination, especially if that hegemony should crystallise 
into an obvious injustice.” 

Signor Mussolini then urged the collaboration of the four Westem 
Powers, and said that if this were established Europe could be tranquil 
from the political point of view, and perhaps the economic crisis would 
be ended. 

On the subject of war debts, he said: ‘‘ From the time of my Naples 
speech, when I urged the clean slate policy in the matter of war debts 
and reparations, Europe has passed through some important events. | 
spoke then of the tragic balance-sheet of the war, and afterwards re- 
peated my plea. The Conference of Lausanne is one of the few that have 
had a conclusion. Energetically led by the British Premier, Mr. 
MacDonald, the vessel of reparations and war debts has come into port. 

‘‘Is the great American people going to refuse refuge to this vessel, 
filled with the sorrow and blood of so many people.” 

As regards internal policy, he was opposed to the system of doles, 
and added, ‘‘ We are opposed to all attempts to lower the value of money. 
We can all see that the affair of the pound sterling with its depreciated 
value has not in any way bettered the condition of the British people. 
While we are gathered together here in this square, what are called 
‘ hunger marchers ’ are moving towards London.” 

October 25th.—In a speech at Milan Signor Mussolini said that in all 
countries signs of uncertainty and uneasiness were noticeable, and even 
people of old civilisations seemed to be proceeding without guidance. 
But in Italy it was not so; they were going forward, determined to 
accomplish all the tasks in front of them. Salvation would not be found 
by continuous conferences. Fewer conferences were needed and more 
decisions ; fewer resolutions and more actions. 

He was now convinced that Fascism would last 100 years. Within 
Io years Europe would be changed, and would be either Fascist o 
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Fascitized. He then announced that an amnesty was to be granted to 
political offenders, not so much for the poor deluded people who were in 
prison or on the islands, but out of mercy for their families. This act 
should not be misinterpreted, however, and the exiles beyond the Alps 


must understand that the fact of the revolution was irrevocable. 


Japan. 

October 17th.—Activities of bandits on the C.E. Railway. (See China : 
External Affairs.) 

October 20th.—Release of kidnapped British residents of Newchwang. 
(See China: External Affairs.) 

October 21st.—Mr. Matsuoka left Tokyo for Geneva, via Moscow, at 
the head of a delegation to attend the League deliberations on the Lytton 
Report. In a statement to the press he said that the restoration of peace 
and order in China was humanity’s greatest task in the 2oth century. 
He denied that Japan was indifferent to the world’s peace machinery, 
but added that ‘‘ our colleagues should ask themselves if the peace 
machinery is perfect if it fails to provide a remedy for the encroachments 
and attacks we have suffered for many years.” If this machinery had 
been capable of dealing with the internal situation of China there would 
have been no incident of September 18th, 1931. 

He also said their recognition of Manchukuo was due to their con- 
viction that the situation was without remedy except by the complete 
separation of Manchuria from China’s disorders. ‘‘ We have no desire,” 
he concluded, ‘‘ to take on the responsibility of administering Manchuria, 
but as Chinese chaos is the ultimate cause of the trouble, we cannot 
accept the restoration of Chinese sovereignty in any form.”’ 

October 24th—The Government accepted the proposal to prolong 
the armaments truce until March, 1933. 

In a speech in Tokyo, Hsieh Chieh-shih, the Manchukuo Foreign 
Minister, stated that many Chinese politicians had proposed that Man- 
chukuo should annex the Northern Provinces of China (including Peiping), 
but that he had rejected all such ideas. 

Plan for release of Japanese hostages at Manchuli. (See China 
External Affairs.) 


League of Nations. 


October 12th.—The Assembly adopted a resolution, proposed by the 
British delegation, by which it formally committed the League to ‘‘ the 
suppression of slavery in all its forms throughout the world.” 

The Assembly also adopted a report of the Second Committee on the 
work of the economic and financial organisations and the convocation of 
amonetary and economic conference. A resolution was passed appealing 
to all the Governments to be represented at the conference to enlighten 
public opinion as to the necessity of making the concessions indispensable 
to an international economic understanding. 

October 13th-The Council adopted the report of the Financial 
Committee on the finances of Austria, Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary and 
Rumania. 

October 14th—The Report was published of the Health Section on 
the visit of Dr. Mackenzie to the Kru coast of Liberia. This showed 
that serious warfare between a number of tribes had been stopped and 
much reconstruction work begun. 
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The Council approved the Report of the Committee which had been 
dealing with the Liberian Government’s request for assistance. 

October 15th.—The Council accepted the resolution of the Commission 
of Enquiry for European Union regarding the creation of a committee 
of experts to prepare a scheme for the reconstruction fund referred to 
in the Stresa resolution. The members of the Committee were then 
appointed. 

The Council decided not to make any appointment of a High Com- 
missioner in Danzig until the November session. 

October 17th.—The Council decided to nominate M. Avenol as Secretary 
General of the League, to take effect from the date when Sir 
Eric Drummond gave up his duties. 

The Assembly received the reports of the Fourth Committee, including 
that on the financial position. This showed that the budgetary expendi- 
ture totalled 33,429,132 francs (£1,335,165 at par), of which 17,322,459 
francs were allotted to the Secretariat and special organisations, 8,851,972 
francs to the I.L.O., 2,660,196 francs to the Permanent Court and 
2,034,659 francs for the buildings at Geneva. 

The Assembly adopted the Committee’s report on the higher official 
posts of the Secretariat recommending that, in future, the higher posts 
should consist of a Secretary-General, two Deputy Secretaries-General, 
and three Under Secretaries-General. 


DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE. 

October 13th.—The Bureau of the Conference decided that the next 
meeting should be on November 3rd, to allow time to hear the results of 
conversations being held between British and French statesmen ; also 


that the General Commission should be convened for November 21st. 
October 14th.—Speaking in the Sub-Committee on Effectives, M. 
Massigli declared that in countries where the armed forces were limited 
by treaty the police forces had achieved a degree of organisation and 
militarisation unknown elsewhere, and were called upon to fulfil tasks 
which were ordinarily carried out by the army. He gave numerous 
details as to organisation, armaments and work of the German police, 
and said their exercises were essentially military in character. 
October 18th.—The Committee for the Regulation of the Trade in, and 
Manufacture of Arms was informed by the U.S. representative that his 
Government proposed shortly to ratify the 1925 Convention for the 


regulation of the trade. 
October 19th—The Arms Committee adjourned sine die without 


reaching agreement. France, Spain, Denmark and Poland advocated 
the suppression of private manufacture, but Britain, Italy, Japan and 
the U.S.A. upheld the rights of the manufacturer. 


Liberia. 
October 14th.—Publication of League Report on the Kru coast 
disturbances. (See League of Nations.) 


New Zealand. 

October 21st.—The House of Representatives ratified the Ottawa 
Agreements without a division, after an amendment to the motion had 
been defeated by 44 votes to 24. 
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Paraguay. 

October 23rd.—The Government claimed the capture of Fort Arce, 
described as ‘‘ Bolivia’s last stronghold in the Gran Chaco region,” and 
the Bolivians were stated to be in full retreat towards Liguata. 


Rumania. 

October 17th—Dr. Voevod handed his resignation and that of his 
Cabinet to the King, who accepted it. Dr. Voevod was understood to 
have taken exception to a statement made by M. Titulescu (to the press 
in Paris on October 13th), regarding the Soviet-Rumanian non-aggression 

act. 
P The King asked M. Maniu to form a Cabinet. 

October 19th.—M. Maniu formed a Cabinet with M. Titulescu as 
Foreign Minister ; M. Mironescu, Vice-Premier, Dr. Madgearu, Minister 
of Finance, M. Michalake, Minister of the Interior and General Samsonovici, 
Minister of Defence. 

October 21st.—M. Maniu made a statement to the press in which he 
said he wished to have the best relations with the U.S.S.R., and desired 
sincerely to conclude a pact of non-aggression. As the Government 
had ratified the Kellogg Treaty and had attached so much value to it 
as to anticipate its application by signing the Moscow Protocol he could 
not sign a pact which would put Rumania into a position inferior to that 
created for her by the Kellogg Treaty. He added that the change at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs did not entail any change in the policy 
towards the U.S.S.R. adopted by the former Cabinet, and that negotiations 
with Moscow would open shortly. 


South Africa. 


October 22nd.—The Government announced that the Commercial 
Treaty with Germany had been amended to permit of the extension of 
preferences by the Union to goods manufactured in Great Britain, the 
Dominions and British mandated territories without such preferences 
applying to Germany; also that the German Government had agreed 
that the amendment should apply provisionally from October 24th, 
onwards. 


Uruguay. 

October 17th.—It was announced that an agreement had been reached 
regarding the exchange quota (as a result of the recommendations of the 
Anglo-Uruguayan Trade Commission) by which the Government under- 
took to assign exchange to the value of 19 million pesos in favour of 
Great Britain until June, 1933. (This was stated to be enough to cover 
nearly go per cent. of the average during the past 3 years of purchases 
from Great Britain.) 

October 19th.—Proposals re tariff arrangements. (See Great Britain.) 


U.S.A. 


October 14th.—In a speech in Idaho Senator Borah appealed for the 
calling of an international conference to “ get reparations out of the 
way,’ a reduction of world armaments, ‘‘ which are now costing the 
European nations 85 per cent. of their taxes,” and an adjustment of 
farm debts in proportion to the ability to pay. 
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October 15th.—In an election speech at Cleveland Mr. Hoover said 
that if his proposal of a cut of one-third in armaments were adopted it 
would mean a saving of $1,200 million a year, i.e., $1,000 million jp 
Europe, and $200 million in Amercia. He also defended the tariff 
system, saying that wages were many times higher in the U.S.A. than 
elsewhere as a result, and pointing out that two-thirds of the American 
imports were still non-dutiable. No measure in the whole economic 
gamut was more vital to the working man and the farmer than the pro- 
tective tariff, and he continued, ‘‘ We are the most gigantic market in 
the world to-day and are surrounded by nations clamouring to get in.” 

October 21st.—It was announced that the Government had agreed 
to the extension of the Arms Truce until March Ist, 1933. (It was due 


to expire on November Ist, 1932.) 
October 22nd.—It was announced that Mr. Hoover had ordered the 


Tariff Commission to begin a new study of the effect of depreciated foreign 
currencies on the U.S. tariff wall. 


U.S.S.R. 

October 18th.—It was announced that the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party had decided to raise the wages of 
industrial workers to meet the increased cost of living, those of textile 
workers being increased by between 10 and 15 per cent. 

Decision to terminate Trade Agreement with Britain. (See Great 


Britain.) 
October 22nd.—Note from British Government ve Trade Agreement. 


(See Great Britain.) 


IV.—FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


1932. 
October 31st Preparatory Committee for World Economic Con- 
ference . +e ee Sea ong 


November 3rd *Permanent Mandates Commission 
3rd *Bureau of the Disarmament Conference at eae Geneva 
6th German General Election. 

8th U.S. Presidential Election. 

14th *Extraordinary Session of League Assembly 

,, 14th-20th Conference re European crisis 

15th 3rd Session of India Round Table Chita 

20th General Election, Catalonia. 

21st Permanent Court hearing of East Greenland Dispute 

22nd *Genera! Commission of Disarmament Conference 


Geneva 
Geneva 


” 


” 
” 


1933- 
February World Economic Conference ... 


June International Cotton Congress : 
July 29th-Aug. 5th 25th Esperanto World Congress ... 


*League of Nations and International Labour Office. 
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